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Background 

The life of the people of Thar (desert) seems 

deserted. Disparities and deprivations are 

reflecting from their faces. It seems, they 

are looking for miracle to change their lives.    

Such life style of these people is an eye 

opener for the world that is beating the 

drums for exercising their human rights and 

living with luxuries of the world. In this 

technological era where people are flying to 

other planets to find out their residence, 

and entire human life has become 

computerized, but people of thar of Sindh are still looking for their basic needs which have 

been titled to them in international human rights instruments as basic human rights. Not to talk 

of the electricity, street lights, computer and  quality education but people are still looking for 

the sweat drinking water who refrain them from many water born and bacterial diseases, 

health facility and basic education which enable their children to have better and dignified life 

in forthcoming days.   

For assessing the basic needs of a community and indentifying the critical issues of the villagers 

to be addressed immediately Institute for Social Change voluntarily visited the project site on 

behalf of the Association for the 

Development of Pakistan. The pre-funding 

visit aimed to see the overall scope of the 

interventions proposed by Sukkar Foundation 

and its feasibility and sustainability so that 

long term benefits could be given to the 

community.   

The proposed area is desert of Sindh where 

life of people is very miserable and deprived 

of basic needs. We (Mr Jabbar Bhatti, Mr 

Zahid Meerani and Mr Gulzar Chandio) along 

with the team of Sukkar Foundation reached 

into the village Dhabi Bheel which is at distance of 20 KM away from district head quarter Mithi. 

Exactly, village is located on the right side of the main road leading towards the Air Port and 



then Thar Coal Mines. The village is comprised on 160 houses, living with miseries and socio-

economical degradation since centuries. It is informed that all the households are from one clan 

which is called Bheel, and they are living in the village since their forefathers. It exists even 

before the partition of India. Almost every household have their piece of land nearby their 

village for doing agriculture on rain water which is only mean of doing agriculture in the area.  

This give these villagers sense of ownership for this village. The life in the desert is quite terrible 

than the other people living in other parts of the world. Dearth of water has potentially 

affected the lives of people which have shaken the roots and social and cultural values of 

people living in desert areas. Searching for water and for livelihood is the recreation of these 

people. However; people living in the areas along the river side have comparatively better life 

standard.  

Despite of having water is the basic right entitled in the constitution of Pakistan and it’s the 

obligation of State and governments both Federal as well as provincial to ensure access of every 

citizen to sweat drinking water without any discrimination based on belief, color, status etc. But 

people are still looking for drinking water in Thar and spending too much time and money 

behind getting sweat water. One can imagine the life without water which is backbone of life, 

subsequently, they do not have to immense of wealth and other luxuries, but a drop of water is 

a moment of extreme happiness for them.  

Currently, there are not single NGOs, private firm and government is working for the 

development of people, particular for providing water to these people. Previously Thardeep 

Rural Development Organization and Sukkar Foundation had been working on different themes 

except rain harvesting project in the village. Sukkar Foundation had finished its project of 

distributing health and hygiene kits in October 2012, since them it had never looked back to 

village Dhabi.  

Overall Objective of the Visit 

Overall objective of the visit was to assess the critical issues of the community and justification 

of the proposed interventions by Sukkar Foundation to ADP 

Methodology 

Before the entering into the village Sukkar Foundation oriented our team about the proposed 

interventions for the Dhabee Bheel, followed by conducting meeting with community, 

discussing them on different issues prevailing in the village.  Drinking Water was the most 

critical issue of the village. Later on, through the transit walk we visited village and reached to 

visited to existing water resources which they showed us dug wells and some tankas from 



where people are getting water.  At the last, we visited another village where same kind of 

interventions are being done by Sukkar Foundation with support of Wateraid.   

Geographical location 

The targeted village for the proposed project 

is enrooted on the airport road leads towards 

the Thar coal project site. Village it totally 

covered with sandy mountains around it.  

The ground water is unhygienic and salty 

(contaminated) which cannot be used for 

drinking purposes. However; mostly of the 

people are using it, as they cannot afford 

water tank which cost Rs: 4500/ and can be 

hired from the district head quarter Mithi. 

Animals and people are using the same water 

from same Tankas and wells. These Tankas are filled with rain water. If it does not rain in the 

area then the life will be miserable from many aspects. Then people usually migrate to water 

their cattle and providing fodder to their livestock. They usually migrate to the river side for the 

survival of their life as well as cattle. 

Meeting with community 

A formal meeting was conducted with the targeted community in the village of Dhabee Bheel.  

They were asked about the miseries of life and 

how they are living without the clean drinking 

water, and subsequently about the proposed 

project for their village. The meeting was 

placed at guest house which is locally called in 

chaunra. This is typically local name of a house 

where they people usually live in it. It is made 

of a unique grass type hard straws and it 

hardly sustain for a yearlong only. These 

chaunras are their bungalows which can keep 

them protected and safe from the hottest 

weather and extreme coldness. We talked 

about the proposed project of Rain harvesting Water (RHW) by SUKKAR FOUNDATION.  



Indeed, drinking water was the major concerns and need of community to be addressed on the 

priority bases. People was sharing that their lives were at stake owing to extreme water 

shortage which compels them to migrate from their native places towards irrigated areas. Some 

households have already constructed pair of 

tankas (place for storing rain water) in front 

of their houses to store the rain water, but 

due to lack of sufficient rain water could not 

be stored.  

Prior, community had different expectations 

and demands to be addressed immediately 

like drinking water, as they were saying to 

provide them water supply scheme which is 

at distance of 7-8 KM from their village going  

to Nanger Parkar from Nao Kot. But, when 

different options were shared, they also 

agreed for proposed intervention. Because, it would also support them to have access to sweat 

water for 8-9 months, if desired rain falls.   

 On the issue of maintenance of these tankas and other interventions for storing rain water 

they were well aware and agreed to do on their own by collecting small amount from everyone 

in the village.  

Critical Needs of Community 

Drinking water is life and life cannot run without water  

Existing Water resources 

Currently, there are 11 wells in the village which are 150-250 feet deep. These wells are 

completely salty and contaminated, but are 

only source for drinking for most of the 

people. But, there are few households who 

purchase water tanker of sweat water from 

Mithi on the cost Rs: 4500/.  

There are some households who have 

constructed Tankas in front of their houses 

for storing rain water, but storing water was 

the subject to the sufficient rain, if it is fall, 

otherwise there would be no use of these 



tankas.  Community also shared that due to consuming salty and contaminated water, people 

have been overwhelmed with many visible diseases.    

Proposed interventions under the rain water harvesting project  

The proposed interventions including Chilla Pond, Bio Sand Filter Plant (BSFP), hand pump to 

pump out water from the pond and pairs of Tanks in front of the houses are seem feasible 

under the Rain harvest Project.   

The proposed interventions will facilitate the 

community to have access to sweat water for 

the 8-9 months and definitely and would ease 

the burden of women who bring water from 

the wells, which are highly deep and taking 

too much time get water out on the surface.    

The implementation organization has 

extensive experience of managing and 

implementing rain water harvesting in the 

same areas which will ensure the successful 

implementation of the project. Along with hardware interventions, there is also need to 

organize community on the philosophy of self help basis so that they could be fully involved 

into entire process of implementing the process.   

Conclusion 

It is observed that the proposed project is 

highly needed for inhabitants of the village 

Dhabee Bheel. By the provision of Rain Water 

Harvesting project they could be able to live a 

better life with access to sweat drinking water 

for up to 8-9 months at their door step.  

After the discussion and practically visiting 

project site, we moved to village Maoo Khiraaj 

for seeing the same interventions which have 

been proposed in the project submitted to 

ADP. We found Challo Pond very useful which 

had stored rain water which could be utilized for up to 5-6 months in one season.   



village Maoo Khiraaj was at distance of 40 KM away from Dhabee Bheel and 60 KM from Mithi 

where Sukkar Foundation is implementing rain water harvesting project with the support of 

Wateraid Pakistan. Sukkar Foundation had constructed the Chalo Pond which is 10 feet deep 

and 20 sq ft is in width as well. The significance of this chalo pond is this that it is very cost 

effective with huge water storage capacity. People can get water from that pond for 5-6 

months.  
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